
 
 

Malaysia - Correspondence of the Late Sultan of Kedah (1882-1943) 
 

PART A – ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 
 
Summary: 
Please highlight uniqueness and universal value of proposed documentary 
heritage. 
 
The records are unique in that they constitute the only available evidence of the Malay 
Sultanate prior to the advent of western-style colonialism. The records have a 
universal appeal in that they portray the precarious life of a State in transition, 
straddling between two powers in a world that is fast changing. Originating as they do 
from the Palace, the highest seat of administration in the state of Kedah in the 
nineteenth and early twentieth century, the records reflect the unified authority 
wielded by the Palace in all matters relating to Kedah state administration. The Palace 
may thus be said to have total influence on all aspects of the life of the people. The 
influence of the Palace, however is waning, as it is no longer able to control the destiny 
of the State on account of the need to submit itself to foreign powers far superior in 
might. The records are therefore useful to research from a number of perspectives, 
including social change, economics, politics, foreign relations, education, religion and 
customs. However, the Palace is not able to control the destiny of its own people. 
 
1. Identity and Location 
 

1.1   Name of documentary heritage 
 

Correspondence of the Late Sultan of Kedah (1882-1943) 
 

1.2   Country   
 

Malaysia 
 

1.3   State province or region   
 
Kedah 

 
1.4   Address  
 

National Archives of Malaysia 
  Kedah/Perlis Branch 
  Jalan Sultan Badlishah 
  Alor Setar 
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1.5. Name Of Organization Or Institution (if Appropriate) 
 
National Archives Of Malaysia Kedah/Perlis Branch 

 
2. Legal Information 
 

2.1. Owner (name and contact details):  
 
National Archives of Malaysia 

 Kedah/Perlis Branch 
 Bangunan Gunasama Persekutuan 
 Jalan Sultan Badlishah 
 05604 Alor Setar 
 Tel:04-7334676 Fax: 04-7315076 

 
 
2.2. Custodian ( name and contact details) 

 
National Archives of Malaysia 

 Kedah/Perlis Branch 
 
2.3. Legal Status: 
 

(a)  Category of ownership: Public 
 
(b) Details of Legal and Administrative provisions for the preservation 

of the documentary heritage 
 

National Archives Act No. 44 of 1966 
 

(c) Accessibility 
 

 Open to public 
 
(d)   Copyright Status:  
 

No copyright limit. Researchers have to get permission from the 
National Archives Of Malaysia Kedah/Perlis Branch. 

 
2.4   Responsible administration: 
 

a) Details should be given of the mechanism or organisation already    
established, or to be established, to ensure the proper 
management of  the documentary heritage.  

 
The National Archives of Malaysia Kedah/Perlis Branch was set 
up in 1979 to acquire, manage and preserve records of historical 
value in the Northern region for research for future generation. 
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3. Identification 
 

3.1 Description and Inventory 
 

The archives, which are bound in 14 volumes, comprise 2951 copies of 
original letters which are penned in Jawi (Arabic script with Malay 
phonetics). They consist of official records and correspondences from the 
Kedah Royal Palace. These manuscripts date as far back as 1882 to the 
reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid Halim Shah, the 25th King of Kedah 
corresponding to the years that Wan Mat Saman served office as the 
judicious Prime Minister of Kedah.  The collection comprises epistles 
written to the King of Siam, the Governors of the Siamese states as well 
as the British Residents in Penang, Singapore, Perak and Selangor. 
Together, the collection provides the only written historical evidence on 
the early history of Kedah under both Siamese and British rule.   

 
The archives include the Royal Diary, agreements, proceedings of the 
State Council, reports, State Budget, Royal household expenditure, 
letters of application and approval, and various other matters.  

 
3.2   Bibliography/registration details:  

 
14 bound volumes of 2951 letters. Accession  list provide item by item 
descriptions and arranged chronology 

 
3.3  History:  

 
1882-1943 A.D. 

 
 

3.4  Bibliography:  
 

The holding relate to political economic and social condition of Kedah in 
the 1800. 

 
3.5 Names, qualifications and contact details of independent people or  

organizations with expert knowledge about the values and provenance of 
documentary heritage: 

 
1.   Mr. Haji Wan Shamsuddin Mohd Yusof 

Friend of the Archives, State Historian 
 

2. Mr. Haji Ismail Salleh 
Friend of the Archives, State Historian 

 
3.   Prof. Fawzi Basri 

Deputy Vice Chancellor 
   Universiti Utara Malaysia 
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4. Assessment against the selection criteria: 
 

Criterion 1: Influence 
 

The records belong to an imporant era in the history of Kedah during the 
transition period between Siamese overlordship and the British intervention in 
the Unfederated Malay state. From the perspective of world history, Kedah had 
been a tributary state under Siamese sovereignty. The record shows written 
evidence on the annual despatch of ufti, a tribute in the form of the bunga emas 
dan perak (golden and silver flowers). The end of the 19th century was a crucial 
cut year where Siam sovereignty over the Malay states was losing grip and by 
the signing of the Bangkok Treaty the States were taken over by the British. 
 
 
Criterion 2: Time  

 
The Kedah Sultanate is the second longest surviving monarchy in the world 
next to Japan. Hence the record it holds provides invaluable historical evidence 
of the existence of a Malay polity that would otherwise be simply accepted as a 
mere myth.  
 
Criterion 3: Place 

 
The holding contains records on the last years of Siamese rule of the northern 
Malay States and the  crucial years before and after the British took over from 
Siam. 

 
Criterion 4: People 
 
The holding contains manuscripts of a great Malay Sultan in Kedah who was 
assisted in the administration of the State by a dynamic Prime Minister, Wan 
Mat Saman.  
 
The records also reflect the nature of social stratification and hierarchies that 
existed in Kedah at the turn of the century . 
 
 
Criterion 5: Subject/Theme 
 
The collection yields historical evidence bearing on a number of subjects and 
themes, including diplomatic relationship between a sovereign state and its 
vassal; the political situation of the times as evidenced in the agreements signed 
between Kedah on the one hand and the Siamese and British on the other; as 
well as the economic and social conditions prevailing in the state. 
 
 
 
 
 
Criterion 6: Form and Style  
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In Malay letters the arrangement of the written elements on the sheet of paper 
was subject to both diplomatic and aesthetic consideration. The style of address 
and language used reflect the nature of relationship between the sender and the 
receiver.  
 
Criterion 7: Social Value 
 
The Malay letters embody all that is most beautiful in Malay culture, civilisation 
and language. These letters offer a glimpse of the complex social and political 
structure of the Malay society. The language used show the relative rank of the 
correspondents and the diplomatic importance of the missive. The letters are a 
precious resource for the political, diplomatic and economic history of Kedah 
and the Malay Archipelago at large. 
 

 
Secondary Criterion 1: Integrity 
 
These records constitute primary source materials that have been created in the 
course of official transaction. The records have enjoyed official custody- from 
Palace to the State Secretariat and thence to the National Archives of Malaysia. 
The records have in no way been tampered with. 
 
 
Secondary Criterion 2: Rarity 
 
This is the only surviving primary source material on the early history of Kedah. 

 
 
5. Management Plan 
 

Statement of the significance of the documentary heritage 
 
The records and correspondence of the late Sultan of Kedah is regarded as a 
great discovery for the National Archives of Malaysia. As a rich and resourceful 
collection, it throws light on many of the hitherto undiscovered secrets of 
Kedah’s past. 
 
Access policy and procedures 
 
Microfilm and photostated copies are available for research purposes. The 
manuscripts have moreover been transliterated into romanised Malay to 
facilitate research.  However, permission is granted to refer to the original 
manuscripts under strict supervision. Photocopying from the record is strictly 
prohibited. 
 
 
 
 
Preservation and managerial policies to control the physical environment of 
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the manuscripts 
 
 

 The archives are preserved in the vault  under preservation conditions as follow: 
(1) Temperature: 18-22 degrees centigrade 
(2) Humidity 50-55% 
(3) Sunlight: No sunlight is allowed 
(4) Equipment: Stored in mobile shelves 
(5) Security: The door is double-layered with fire resistant features and 

double lock devices. 
 
6. Consultation 
 

6.1  Details of consultation about the nomination 
(a) owner – National Archives of Malaysia – Kedah/Perlis Branch 
(b) custodian- National Archives of Malaysia – Kedah/Perlis Branch 

 
 
7. Nominator 
 

7.1   Name:  Mrs. Dato’ Habibah Zon Yahaya  
 

7.2   Relationship to the documentary heritage: Director General 
  National Archives of Malaysia 

 
 

 
7.3 Contact person(if appropriate):  Mrs. Nor Janati Ibrahim 

        Director 
         National Archives of Malaysia 
         Kedah/Perlis Branch 
 
 

7.4   Contact details:  National Archives of Malaysia 
      Kedah/Perlis Branch 
        Bangunan Gunasama Persekutuan 
         Jalan Sultan Badlishah 
       05604 Alor Setar 
        Kedah, Malaysia 
        Tel: 604-7204200 
         Fax: 604-7340235 
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PART B – SUBSIDIARY INFORMATION 
 
8. Assessment of Risk  

 
The records have been arranged, bound and well preserved. Preventive 
measures against fire, rain, etc are taken to ensure the safety of these records. 
 

9. Preventive Assessment 
 

• Present physical state: 
 

The records have been repaired and bound. 
 

• History of preservation: 
 

The records were written on traditional paper. Fragile and brittle documents 
have been deacidified, repaired and laminated. 
 

• Current preservation policy in relation to proposed nominated documentary 
heritage: 

 
The records are well preserved in accordance to international standard. 
 

• Person or organisation responsible for preservation.  
 

National Archives of Malaysia 
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